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HERALD NEWS

Pollies consider
Breaker pardon

PARDON: from left, lieutenants Handcock and
Morant with Surgeon Johnson and Fred Hunt.

BREAKER Morant
and two other
soldiers court-
martialled and
convicted of
murdering prisoners
during the Boer War
might be pardoned.

Newmaterialabout
the trial,discovered
bynavycommander
JamesUnkles,a
Victorian lawyerwith
30yearsexperience in
militarymatters,was
presented toFederal
Parliamentyesterday.

Lieutenants Harry
Harbord ‘‘Breaker’’
Morant and Peter
Handcock were
executed in 1902

while Lieutenant
George Ramsdale
Witton was
sentenced to life but
was released two
years later.

‘‘After doing my
own investigations of
the evidence, the
circumstances that
led to the court
martial and the
trials, I’m convinced
that Morant,
Handcock and
Witton did not
receive justice by the
standards of British
law of their day,’’
Commander Unkles
said in a written
statement. AAP

DETERMINED: Vicki Woods has lived with MS for more than 20 years. — Picture by Jonathan Carroll

Hoping for
MScurewith
steely resolve

By IAN KIRKWOOD

VICKI Woods confronts the
disease that afflicts her with
a steely determination.

Well-known as a former
Maitland councillor and
landlady, with husband
Bruce, of the Bushranger’s
Bar and Brasserie in Largs,
Mrs Woods has lived with
multiple sclerosis since
being diagnosed in 1986.

On the board of the
Hunter Medical Research

Institute Foundation, Mrs
Woods had been hoping for

the best when she took part
in an international trial of a
new MS drug. Unfortunately,
things went badly.

‘‘I ended up in a
wheelchair with lesions on
the brain, and the trial had
to stop,’’ Mrs Woods said.

‘‘The researchers and
ourselves were absolutely
devastated because we had
such high hopes.

‘‘But the risks just

outweighed the benefits.’’
After years of research,

scientists still cannot say
what causes MS and the
disease remains officially
incurable.

In the US, small numbers
of researchers have been
treating patients using very
low doses of the anti-
addiction drug Naltrexone.

To promote the treatment,
a US-based group of MS
sufferers has declared this
week International Low

Dose Naltrexone Awareness
Week.

Victorian MS sufferer
Dianne Wilcox said the
physical symptoms of her
progressive MS had
improved since she began
taking naltrexone in
January last year.

Mrs Wilcox said drug
companies did not seem
interested in sponsoring
research about naltrexone
but word was spreading
through patient networks.

Imperfect science career paths
WOMEN have failed to
make any headway in the
male-dominated field of
science in the past 15 years,
a report reveals.

Women are paid less in
almost every sector of sci-
ence, hold fewer senior
positions and continue to
experience discrimination
and harassment in the
same numbers as in 1995.

The situation has prom-
pted an urgent call, as well
as a commitment from the
Federal Government, to
overhaul the science and
technology industries to
make them more access-
ible to women.

The Women in Science in
Australia report, the first
on the subject for 15 years,
reveals the nation has

made little effort to boost
its ranks of female scien-
tists in that time.

More women were
involved in science at the
undergraduate and post-
graduate level than before,
but the research showed
females were still leaving
after postgraduate studies,
author Professor Sharon
Bell said yesterday. AAP

Driverdials trouble
A VICTORIAN police officer said
he had witnessed one of the worst
cases of careless driving in his 10
years on the job after pulling a man
over for steering his car with his
knees.

A 30-year-man man from the
inner Melbourne suburb of Fitzroy
was driving through the Eastlink
tunnel on Saturday afternoon when
police noticed he was using a
mobile phone in each hand. AAP

Guilty of
kidnap
attempt
Dad’s raid in camouflage
By STEPHEN RYAN

A MAN who covered his face
in green army paint before
storming a Muswellbrook
home to kidnap his teenage
daughter will be sentenced
next week.

The father, who can not be
identified, pleaded guilty in
East Maitland District Court
yesterday to break and enter
with intent to kidnap.

Charges of assault, disguis-
ing his face and sending
threatening text messages
will also be taken into
account when Judge John
North sentences the man.

The girl was meant to stay
with a friend at Muswellbrook
after she argued with her
mother last December, a state-
ment of facts said. She went to
her boyfriend’s home instead.

The father went to the boy-
friend’s home the next day,
but the girl refused to talk to
him.

The father told the boy-
friend’s mother that he had
called the police.

‘‘How could you let this
happen . . . letting them sleep
together?’’ the father asked
the boyfriend’s mother.

The boyfriend’s mother
replied: ‘‘Look, don’t go there.’’

The father told his daughter
that he wanted her to come
home, but she refused
because she was sick of fight-
ing with her mother.

It was agreed that the girl
would spend Christmas with
her family, but she returned
to her boyfriend’s house on
January 1 where she received
a text message saying: ‘‘You
need to get out of that house
or something bad will happen
to you.’’

The girl left the house to
stay with a relative.

The father and two
unknown men broke into the
boyfriend’s home through a
front window before 11pm on
January 4.

The father’s face was pain-
ted green while one of the
other men wore a balaclava
and camouflaged clothing.

The third man waited in the
shadows outside the home.

The father pushed the boy-
friend’s mother over before
wrestling with a male.

The father and his co-
offenders then left.

The father was arrested the
next day and denied any
involvement despite having
green paint under his
fingernails and on his chest.

He spent 44 days on remand.


